
    
    
        




    


    




    




            
                
            

            Skip to Main Content

    








    
        

    
    
        
    
        
            
        

            Advertisement

            


 
    


    


    
        



        
            [image: Oxford Academic]
        


                
            
            
                Journals
            

            
                Books
            


    

 
    

            	
                    
                        Search Menu
                    
                
	
            
                [image: Information]
            
        
	
        
            [image: Account]
        
    
	
                    
                        Menu
                    
                
	
            
                [image: Information]
            
        
	
        
            [image: Account]
        
    



            
                

            

        

    



    
    
        



    
            
                Navbar Search Filter
            
            History Workshop Journal
This issue
History
Books
Journals
Oxford Academic



        
            Mobile Enter search term
        
        

        
            Search
        

    





        

    

   
    


    	

                
                    Issues
                
            
        
	

                
                    Advance articles
                
            
        
	

                
                    Submit
                    
                
                
                	

                
                    Author Guidelines
                
            
        
	

                
                    Open Access
                
            
        
	

                
                    Submission Site
                
            
        
	

                
                    Why Publish with HWJ?
                
            
        



        
	

                
                    Purchase
                
            
        
	

                
                    Alerts
                
            
        
	

                
                    About
                    
                
                
                	

                
                    About History Workshop Journal
                
            
        
	

                
                    Editorial Board
                
            
        
	

                
                    History Workshop Online
                
            
        
	

                
                    Advertising and Corporate Services
                
            
        
	

                
                    Self-Archiving Policy
                
            
        
	

                
                    Dispatch Dates
                
            
        
	

                
                    Terms and Conditions
                
            
        
	

                
                    Publishers' Books for Review
                
            
        



        
	
            Journals on Oxford Academic
        
	
            Books on Oxford Academic
        


    





    
        
                            
                    [image: History Workshop Journal]
                

            
            
 
        

    


    
        


    	

                
                    Issues
                
            
        
	

                
                    Advance articles
                
            
        
	

                
                    Submit
                    
                
                
                	

                
                    Author Guidelines
                
            
        
	

                
                    Open Access
                
            
        
	

                
                    Submission Site
                
            
        
	

                
                    Why Publish with HWJ?
                
            
        



        
	

                
                    Purchase
                
            
        
	

                
                    Alerts
                
            
        
	

                
                    About
                    
                
                
                	

                
                    About History Workshop Journal
                
            
        
	

                
                    Editorial Board
                
            
        
	

                
                    History Workshop Online
                
            
        
	

                
                    Advertising and Corporate Services
                
            
        
	

                
                    Self-Archiving Policy
                
            
        
	

                
                    Dispatch Dates
                
            
        
	

                
                    Terms and Conditions
                
            
        
	

                
                    Publishers' Books for Review
                
            
        



        


        
            
                Close



    
            
                Navbar Search Filter
            
            History Workshop Journal
This issue
History
Books
Journals
Oxford Academic



        
            Enter search term
        
        

        
            Search
        

    




                Advanced Search

            
            Search Menu

    





    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
 
    



        
        

 
    



    
            
                
                    

                    




    
        Article Navigation
    

    
        
            Close mobile search navigation
        
        Article Navigation

        
    
        


    
    
        
                [image: Issue Cover]
        

        
            

                        Volume 79

                        Issue 1




            

            
Spring 2015            

            
        

    

 
    


            

            

    
        	
            < Previous
        
	
            Next >
        

 
    


        

    







    
    
        
            Article Navigation
        
    




    
        
            Article Navigation
        
    




    
    
        

    

    
        
            Journal Article
                    



    
                
                    
                        ‘Totalitarian Humour’? National Socialist Propaganda and Active Audiences in Entertainment
                    



    Get access
    [image: Arrow]
                

                
                    
                                




                                    Patrick Merziger

                                    

    
        
    Patrick Merziger



    


    
        University of Leipzig 

    

        
            Patrick Merziger is Assistant Professor of Communication History at University of Leipzig, Germany. He received his PhD from Freie Universität Berlin and was postdoc at Justus-Liebig-University of Gießen, Germany. His research interests focus on the history of popular culture and of humanitarianism in the twentieth century. His publications include Nationalsozialistische Satire und Deutscher Humor. Politische Bedeutung und Öffentlichkeit populärerUnterhaltung1931–1945 (2010) and The Politics of Humour. Laughter, Inclusion, and Exclusion in the Twentieth Century (ed. with Martina Kessel, 2012). He is currently working on a project about humanitarian aid from the Federal German Republic between 1951 and 1992.

        


    
        Search for other works by this author on:
    



    Oxford Academic



    
        Google Scholar
    


                                    
                                

                    

                



        
            History Workshop Journal, Volume 79, Issue 1, Spring 2015, Pages 181–197, https://doi.org/10.1093/hwj/dbv004

        

        
            
                Published:

                07 March 2015

            

                    

            

    






 
    

    
         
    



        
            
                
                    	
                            
                                
                                
                                    Views

                                    
                                

                            
                            


                                
	
                                    Article contents
                                
	
                                    Figures & tables
                                
	
                                    Video
                                
	
                                    Audio
                                
	
                                    Supplementary Data
                                


                        


                        	
    
        
    
    Cite



    Cite

        
            Patrick Merziger,  ‘Totalitarian Humour’? National Socialist Propaganda and Active Audiences in Entertainment, History Workshop Journal, Volume 79, Issue 1, Spring 2015, Pages 181–197, https://doi.org/10.1093/hwj/dbv004

        


    
        
            
            
            Select Format
            Select format
.ris (Mendeley, Papers, Zotero)
.enw (EndNote)
.bibtex (BibTex)
.txt (Medlars, RefWorks)


            Download citation
        

    


    Close


 
    


                        
	
    
            
        
            
                Permissions Icon
            
            Permissions
        
    

 
    


                        
	
        
            Share Icon
            
                Share
                
            
        
        	
        Facebook
    
	
        Twitter
    
	
        LinkedIn
    
	
        Email
    


    


                    
    
        





    
    
        



    
            
                Navbar Search Filter
            
            History Workshop Journal
This issue
History
Books
Journals
Oxford Academic



        
            Mobile Enter search term
        
        

        
            Search
        

    





        

    

   
    

    







    
        

        
            
                Close



    
            
                Navbar Search Filter
            
            History Workshop Journal
This issue
History
Books
Journals
Oxford Academic



        
            Enter search term
        
        

        
            Search
        

    




                Advanced Search

            
            Search Menu

    





 
    


                    

                

            

            
    
        
    





                    Abstract

When it comes to describing communication in ‘totalitarian’ systems there is a still prevailing tendency to take the phantasies and preferences of propagandists for granted. In the case of ‘Nazi humour’, historiography took the repeated initiatives of National Socialist propaganda to establish satire after 1933 as an indication that entertainment was dominated by this sharp and biting form. In recent years, however, it has been repeatedly pointed out that propaganda, like any form of communication, runs in two directions and also that ‘the Nazis’ could not have had everything their own way. This article sets out to scrutinize the participation of ‘the masses’ in entertainment production processes. I first describe the failure of intentions to establish satire in National Socialist Germany. It can be traced back to ever rising complaints that satire endangered the promised harmony of the ‘Volksgemeinschaft’. Next the article elaborates how ‘German humour’ rose by popular demand to become the dominating genre in mass media. It will become clear that this ‘benign humour’ was not ‘mere entertainment’ but well compatible with National Socialist ideology. Analysed in this way, satire’s disappearance and the rise of ‘German humour’ tell us much about a population which shared a longing for a sealed-off community and participated actively in the creation of a National Socialist Germany.
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