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                    Abstract

‘Printing, Writing and a Family Archive: Recording the First World War’ explores the Layton Family Archive, which is housed in an eighteenth-century box. In 1890, this box became a secular reliquary, housing memorials to Gerald Layton, who had died as an infant. The memorials included clothing, toys, pressed flowers, and hair. But by 1930 the reliquary had been transformed into an archive, including materials about Gerald’s brother Eric Layton, who was killed in action in 1916 at the Somme. This archive was constituted by disposing of nearly all the non-textual objects and giving a central place to a wide variety of blank forms and blank books, including birth and death certificates, postcards, military and naval forms, diaries, birthday and gardening books. Focusing on the interaction between printing and manuscript, we analyze how ‘personal’ writing is shaped by printed blank forms and books, which are both an incitement to and a material constraint upon writing and upon the ways in which we record and remember.
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