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                    Abstract

The feature ‘Politics, Economy and Class in National Socialist Germany’ derives from a workshop held in Oxford in December 2010, marking the twentieth anniversary of the death in 1990 of Tim Mason, a brilliant historian of Nazi Germany and fascism and a founding editor of History Workshop Journal. Mason’s research on the working class under Nazism had been dedicated to uncovering the hidden class struggles through which he believed German workers fought against Hitler and his regime. Twenty years later, class has lost much of its former empirical and analytic significance, and the workshop considered the ways in which the historiography of Nazi Germany and fascism has changed since then, as historians of Nazi Germany have taken up new concepts and categories: among them race, biopolitics, violence and generations. Of the papers selected for inclusion in this symposium, those by Eve Rosenhaft and Jane Caplan deal with race and gender, while those by Claudia Baldoli and Nick Stargardt examine Italian and German society during the Second World War.
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